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are definite and certain, drawn out in an orderly form,
and finished in their parts, because they are found in
that authoritative Document which was intended by
God's Providence to be the pattern of His dealings
and the rule of our thoughts and actions. They
are undeniably of a sitpernatural character, not only
because it is natural that the most cogent miracles
should be wrought in the beginning of the Dispensa-
tion, but because the sacred writers have been guided
to put into the foreground those works of power which
are the clearest tokens of a Divine Presence, and to
throw the test into the distance. They have no marks
of exaggeration about them, and are none of them false
or sttspiciow, because Inspiration had dispersed the
mists of popular error, and the colouring of individual
feeling, and has enabled the writers to set down what
took place, and nothing else. But when once Inspira-
tion was withdrawn, whether as regards those who
wrought or those who recorded, then a Power which
henceforth was mysterious and inscrutable in opera-
tion, became doubly obscure in report; and fiction in
the testimony was made to compensate for incomplete-
ness in the manifestation.

239. In conclusion I will but observe what, indeed,
is very obvious, but still may require a distinct
acknowledgment; that the view here taken of the
primitive miracles is applicable in defence of those
of the medieval period also. If the occurrence of